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followers. Clemen's popular survey of this whole question is one of the 
best that has come to our notice. 

Troeltsch's brochure consists of a lecture delivered at the Swiss 
Christian students' conference in Aarau, and so is brief and popular. He 
pronounces the doubt about Jesus' existence to be a "foolish question" 
and a "monstrosity." He is more concerned with the question of how 
belief in the historicity of Jesus stands related to faith today. He 
finds Jesus chiefly significant as a noble human personality whose teach- 
ing was of a fundamentally religio-ethical character. Jesus' worth is 
practical rather than dogmatic in type ; he answers the need which the 
religious community feels for a support, a center, and a symbol of its 
religious life. 

Shirley Jackson Case 

The University as Chicago 



JOHANNES WEISS'S COMMENTARY ON I CORINTHIANS 

The ninth edition of the Meyer Commentary on I Corinthians 1 
is not a mere revision but a new book by an independent scholar. The 
work so long in the hands of G. Heinrici has now been intrusted to 
Johannes Weiss. The result is a masterful study full of helpful sug- 
gestions. Most striking in the commentary is the author's theory that 
the epistle is a compilation. "I hope," Weiss says in his preface, "to 
have placed my ideas on this in the background and not thereby to have 
neglected weightier exegetical-historical tasks." This theory, never- 
theless, is characteristic of the author's exegetical method. He empha- 
sizes that our manuscripts do not take us back to original copies of Paul's 
letters but to copies of a church collection. We have evidence of four 
letters which the oldest collector should have found in the Corinthian 
church archives; and it is hardly probable, Weiss affirms, that these 
much used rolls all remained in good order and condition. It is still 
less likely that two of the rolls should have disappeared and the other 
two be perfectly preserved. 

Here then is the key by which our author explains many of the diffi- 
culties that I Corinthians presents. He has a sharp eye for discrep- 
ancies and little patience with any attempt to harmonize them. He is 
easily disturbed by differences of mood and difficult transitions. The 

1 Kritisch-exegetischer Kommentar iiber das Netie Testament. Begrtindet von Heinr. 
Aug. Wilh. Meyer. 5. Abtheilung, 9. Auflage. Der erste Korintherbrief. VSllig 
neu bearbeitet von D. Johannes Weiss, Professor der Theologie. Gottingen: Vander- 
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1010. xlviii+388 pages. M. 9. 
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explanation is generally found in the condition of the text. Chap. 13 
could not have stood originally in its present connection; 4: 14-21 was 
w,ritten probably on a later day than the preceding vss. 4:6-13. 10: 
1-22 (23); 6:12-20; 9:24-27; 11:2-34; 16:76-9, 15-20 belong to an 
entirely different letter from the rest of the epistle. 1:2; 4:17; 7:17; 
11:16; 14:33 are catholicizing interpolations of the editor who adapts 
the letters for universal use. Editorial additions are also found in 
10:20-30; n:nf.; 14:34 f. Like Heinrici, Weiss explains away the 
Christ party by treating «y«> 8« xP t(rro " m 1:12 as a gloss. He finds 
with Liitgert a libertine Gnosticism in the Corinthian church, but refuses 
to connect it with a Christ party. Again, the exegetical difficulty in 2 : 
13 is most happily solved by accepting Blass's conjecture that Xoyois 
here is a gloss. Some corruption of the text is also suspected in 1:6; 
1:24; 3:16; 4:2,6; 7:26,46; 9:17; 10:17. 

Weiss certainly throws light in this way on many difficult passages, 
and gives strong justification for his attacks on the text. But the ques- 
tion arises whether in his exegesis literary analysis has not become too 
much of a deus ex machina. Hans Lietzmann's recent commentary 
stands in an interesting contrast. Lietzmann hesitates to reject even 
a passage like 14:34 f. which is in such flagrant contradiction to 11:2- 
16, and speaking of 4:6, he makes the significant remark: "We cannot 
fully understand the passage just because we have before us a private 
letter of intimate character. For this reason all textual changes and 
interpolations are at the outset to be rejected." Such a statement is 
one-sided, but has Weiss on the other hand allowed sufficiently for this 
private quality of the letter and the necessarily obscure historical situa- 
tion ? Surely exegetical difficulties are not to be explained so exclusively 
by an appeal to corruptions of the text. 

Despite this stress on the need of literary analysis, our author appre- 
ciates the unity of the epistle and has himself pointed out a noteworthy 
characteristic of its style which answers some of his own arguments for 
division. A theme is frequently followed by a digression, and then 
a return to the theme, according to the formula, a, 6, a. 2:6, 9, 13 
are digressions of this sort. The same development of thought is shown 
to be present even in details, for instance : a) 1 : 18-25 ; 6) 1 : 26-3 1 ; a) 2 : 
1-5. Appreciation is repeatedly expressed by Weiss for the literary 
merit of the epistle. Attempts to deny its Pauline authorship are 
treated as unworthy of notice. 

Like his predecessor, Weiss interprets I Corinthians in the light of a 
thorough study of contemporary Hellenic culture. The close relation- 
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ship of the epistle, both in form and in thought, to the Stoic diatribes 
he sets forth clearly. It is a pleasure to note also that the deep-seated 
differences are not neglected (cf. pp. 52, 90, 185). He discusses fully 
the influence of Greek mystery cults on Paul, and shows by frequent 
quotation his indebtedness to Reitzenstein's studies in this field. Weiss's 
own treatment of the problem is well balanced. He does not connect 
the term nvarypiw too closely with these cults. He points out that 
in the Greek mysteries it has to do with a Spii/ievov, a holy dramatic 
action which is to be beheld, but that in Paul's writings it is a disclosure 
of God's thought revealed to the inspired prophet (p. 55). On the other 
hand, speaking of the account of the Lord's Supper in I Cor. 11:20 ff., 
he says: "It is clear that here a Spm/xevov in the sense of the ancient 
mystery cults is presented." 

No feature of the commentary is more valuable than its careful dis- 
cussions of various Greek terms. Paul's use of riketoi was not bor- 
rowed from the mystery cults but is to be traced to an ethical usage 
developed especially by the Stoics. The contrast of i/^x"^ 5 and 
nvev/umicos in chap. 15 was intelligible to Paul's readers because of the 
parallel contrast between iforf and irvevfui in the popular cults. iSnirrp 
in 14:16 is a technical term for the unbaptized proselyte or cate- 
chumen, wkeovei ia is probably not greed but egoism in the widest sense. 
Such are the conclusions reached in some of these excursus. It is of 
interest to note that Weiss interprets 7:36-38 as referring to a practice 
among the early Christians of virgin marriages. Grafe's theory thus 
gains further confirmation. It is evidently growing in favor. Paul's 
acquaintance with the teachings of Jesus, Weiss emphasizes again and 
again. 7 : 25 shows, he thinks, that "the Words of the Lord" were not 
a creation of the church which grew with the passage of time, but already 
in Paul's day were in essentials a completed whole, not open to 
development. 

The student of Paul lays down Professor Johannes Weiss's commen- 
tary on I Corinthians impressed with its contribution to our knowledge 
of the epistle, and glad to have it at hand for constant reference. Its 
sane, liberal scholarship makes it worthy of a place in the famous series 
to which it belongs. The typographical work is clear and accurate. 
These few mistakes, however, were noticed; p. 73, 1. 12, wvevimriKoi for 
<rapKiKoi ia-rc; p. 145, 1. 42, eiSa>AaT/HH for eiSeoXoXdrpai ; p. 245, 1. 6, 

John 6 : 26 for John 6 : 28. 

George D. Castor 
Pacific Theological Seminary 
Berkeley, Cal. 



